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for teachers’ meetings, ministers’ classes 

in comparative religions, and Sunday- 
schools. It is hoped that the teachers’ meet- 
ings will be so conducted as to attract any 
who choose to attend, whether members of 
the church and Sunday-school or not; but 
the attendance of the teachers should be made 
the essential condition of teaching. 

No lesson is given on the Christian Scrip- 
tures,—the New Testament, because this is 
made the subject of extended and continuous 
study in Sunday-schools. The questions are 
intended for home study on the part of the 
Sunday-school pupils, and to gwide, not con- 
fine the work in the class, 


Jie following is alist of the topics arranged 


1. InTRODUCTORY.—Prehistoric Religion. 
When and how did religion come into the world? 
What were the gods of the early man? 

What were his thoughts of the universe ? 

How did he worship ? 

2. INTRODUCTORY.— The Early Races. 

What does the word Aryan mean ? 

Where did they come from ? 

What are the Semitic races ? 

What is the original meaning of the word 
daughter ? 

What other of our common words touch Aryan 
life ? 
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Ancient Persia. 
Who was its great king ? 
What was its great city ? 
When was it greatest? 
How did the Jews know it? 
Zoroaster. 
Who was he? When was he? 
What did he teach? How did he teach? 
The Bible of the Parsees. 
What the naine and meaning of it? 
Who first found and brought it to Europe? 
Let each give one great text from it. 
The Modern Followers of Zoroaster. 


How many Parsees are there? Where found? 
What of their character? What of their worship? 
Palestine. 
Bound it. 
Name leading river, mountain and city. 
Why is it called Holy Land ? 
Who was its greatest king, and when did he 
reign? 
Moses. 
When? What did he do? 
Tell a story about him while in Kgypt. 
Tell a story about him while in the Wilderness. 
The Scripture. 
What does Pentateuch mean? Did Moses write 
it? 
The Ten Commandments,—repeat them, 
The Jews In History 


What are they most noted for? 


What three great religions have sprung from 
them? 


Try to make a list of the five most eminent Jews. 
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The Jews of To-day. 


What is reformed Judaism? 

How does it differ from Unitarianism? 
Who was Moses Montefiore? 

How should we regard the Jews? 


Cathay,—or Ancient China. 


How ancient is its History? 

What are its great rivers and ancient cities? 
How big is it? 

What of its great wall? 

Confucius, 

When? Where? 


Give some story of his life illustrating his char- 
acter and his teachings, 


The Sacred Books of China. 


What are they called? and what is the meaning 
of the names? 

How big are they? How old are they? 

Give a great text from them. 

Find one parable in them to give in class, 


Later Religion of China. 


Is Confucius now worshiped? 
How does a Chinese temple look? 
What do they do in it? 

Who was Lao-Tse? 


Present China. 


How many Chinese are there at home? 

How many of them are in America? 

What their place in modern civilization? 

Should we send the Chinamen home and keep 
them outof our country ? 
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India. 

What are its geographical features? 
What about its old people? 

What of its early religion—Brahminism/; 
Buddha.—Historical. 


Probable date and character of the man. 

Where, what and how did he teach? 

What are his several titles and the meaning of 
them? 


Buddha.— Mythological. 


How did people come to regard him? 
Tell some of the miracle or wonder-stories about 
him. 


The Buddhist’s Bible. 


Names and meanings. 
Whatis the Dhammapada? 
Give some great texts from it. 


Buddhism.—In History. 


What obstacles did it meet? 

Where did it most thrive? 

Can youfind and bring a picture of a Buddhist 
temple? 

What do they do in it? 

Buddhism.—Present Strength. 

How many are there of them? 

Where are they? 


What of their character and intelligence? 
What do they teach their children about religion? 


Greece—Athens—2200 Years Ago. 


How did itlook? What were its noblest build- 
ings? 

Name some of her great poets, artists, states- 
men. 
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How do you think this high civilization came to 
be? 


Socrates,—‘“‘A Day in Athens.” 


What do you know about Socrates? 

How did he look? Bring a picture of him. 
How did he teach? 

Who were his friends? 

How was he received? 


Socrates,—His Teaching. 


Where do we find the sayings of Socrates? What 
did he teach? 

Bring some of his noble teachings and some 
story of him. 


Socrates,—Subsequent Influence. 


Why did he not found a religion? 
Did he do something better? 
What do you think he did for the world ? 


The Civilized World, A. D. 1. 


What were the great cities of the world then? 

What the greatest political power? 

What the leading language? 

What were the privileges of the favored children 
in Jerusalem ? Who were their teachers ? 
What language did they speak? etc., etc. 


Jesus, the Man. 


Tell the story of his life. 

Who were his associates,—in youth ;—in man- 
hood? 

What did he teach ; and how did he teach? 

Which do you think his noblest saying? 

Which his most beautiful parable? 

Why did people oppose and crucify him? 
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Jesus—in Theology. 


What did people come to think of him? 

What miracle-growth do we find here? (a) In 
New Testament, (b) In later times. 

What is the doctrine of the Trinity? 

What is the doctrine of Vicarious Atonement? 

What is the doctrine of Eternal Punishment? 

How does Jesus save? 


Christianity. 

Who is to tell what it is? 

Have the Unitarians a better right to interpret 
it than Catholics? If so, why? 

What elements in Christianity that did not come 
from Jesus? 

Have not these been valuable elements? 

What has Christianity done for the world? 


Arabia. 

Describe it. 

Race and character of the Arabians. 
What its chief city? 


Mohammed. 


When and where born? 

What is the story of his life? 

What did he succeed in doing before death? 
What blemishes in his character? 

What do you admire in him? 

What do you deplore? 


The Koran. 


Who wrote it? 

What do the Mohammiedans think of it? 

What ought we to think of it? 

Try and find a copy of it, and hunt for yourself 
something good to remember and bring into 
the class. 
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34. Mohammedanism. 

What have been its past conquests? 

What is its present strength? 

What has been its influence upon the countries 
it has occupied? 

Would: you like to live in a Mohammedan 
country? 

35. Review.—The seven great teachers con- 
pared and contrasted. 

Make a map of the world showing the territory 
occupied by each of these religions when at 
its highest point. 

Make another map of the world showing their 
present territory. 

Which of the great teachers has the largest fol- 
lowing to-day? 

Bring to the class alist of the great teachers in 
the order of their excellence according to 
your own judgment, 

36. Review.— What Are We? 

If we recognize beauty and truth in all these 
teachings, and think that Jesus was one of 
them, in what sense are we Christians? 

If you lived in Ceylon, would you probably join 
the Christian church of the missionaries, or 
would you be a reformed Buddhist? 

Which of these teachers have interested you 
most? 

What has our year’s work done for us? 

REFERENCES. 


Tiele’s Outlines of the History of Religion. 

The Bibles of Other Nations, Hodgson. 
Conway’s Sacred Anthology. 

Aspirations of the World, by Lydia Maria Child. 
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The Bible of the Ages. Stebbins. 
Ten Great Religions. James Freeman Clarke. 
Ten Boys who Lived on the Road from Long ago 
to Now. Jane Andrews. 
Religions Before Christianity. A Manual for Sun- 
day Schools. C, C. Everett. 
Sacred Books of the Hast. Edited by Max Mueller, 
Oriental Religions.—Persia, China. Samuel John- 
son. 
Buddha and Buddhism. C.D. B. Mills. 
Buddhism, Confucianism, Islam, the Coran, four 
books in the Non-Christian Systems, by the Society 
for the Promotion of Christian Knowledge; Lon- 
don, cheap and available, 
, Texts from the Dammapada. Samuel Beal. 
A Day with Socrates in Athens. Charles Scribner's 
Sons. Cheap and valuable. 
Mohammed and Mohammedanism, H, Bosworth 
Smith. 
Any encyclopedia, particularly the Britannica. 


Note. — The literature is extensive. These are 
mentioned as the most available, and they or their 
equivalents should form, if possible, a part of the 
reference library of every church. They may be 
ordered of C, H. KERR & Co., 175 Dearborn street, Chi- 
cago. 


